
Our Motivation
The RiverstoneEnergy Center is a clean-energy incubator and 
commercialization center located in South Boston, Halifax County, 
Virginia that was established to help transform our region into the 21st 
century. The Energy Center is one of six Energy Centers  across Southwest 
and Southside Virginia created by the vision of the Virginia Tobacco 
Commission.  The RiverstoneEnergy Center is a direct result of the 
support and vision of the Tobacco Commission, the Halifax Industrial 
Development Authority, and the County of Halifax.

Our Mission
Our primary mission is to catalyze economic revitalization in the region of 
Halifax County and Southside Virginia by initiating, supporting, and 
growing high-ǘŜŎƘ άŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅέ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ

Where Clean Energy Research and 

Commercialization Unite



Dr. Douglas Corrigan
Executive Director, Riverstone Energy Center

Dr . Corrigan has spent his career as a research scientist and a 
successful entrepreneur. He has been actively engaged in 
understanding the best practices for transforming high - tech 
innovation into viable commercial ventures. As CEO of an advanced 
biotechnology company, Dr. Corrigan led the charge for evaluating 
the market driving forces governing the biotechnology sector and 
developing new technologies and products to align with those 
needs.  Through his experiences in physics, engineering, materials 
science, and biotechnology, Dr. Corrigan became engaged in 
sustainable energy research and the factors controlling the 
transformation of our energy based economy. Dr. Corrigan has a 
passion for exploring and effecting how innovation transforms itself 
into the market place, especially those products and processes that 
help to solve energy demand and supply challenges affecting our 
well - being and economy.  Over the course of the last two years, Dr. 
Corrigan has been transferring his entrepreneurial skills to others 
through economic development and high - tech business incubation 
programs like that represented by the Riverstone Energy Center. Dr. 
Corrigan has a B.S. and M.S. degree from Rensselaer focusing on 
Engineering Physics, Materials Science, Solid - State Physics, and 
Electrical Engineering. He also holds a Ph.D. in Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology from the Quillen College of Medicine. During the 
beginning phases of his career, he played an integral role as a 
researcher  at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and NASA, where 
he served as part of the team to conduct multiple microgravity 
missions aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia that focused on solving 
material solidification, crystallization, and thermal transport 
theories underlying how advanced products are made terrestrially.

The Honorable Ted Bennett
Chairman of Energy Center 
Subcommittee of IDA

William Weldon "Ted" Bennett, Jr, 
served in the Virginia House of 
Delegates from 1990 ð2002. He 
attended the University of Virginia, 
receiving a B.A. degree in 1963 and a 
JD. in 1966. He then went into law 
practice in Halifax County. Mr. Bennett 
served one term (1976 ð80) as  
Commonwealthõs attorney for Halifax 
County and  South Boston. Mr. Bennett 
was co - chair of the Science and 
Technology committee 2000 ð01, and 
then became the director of the 
Southern Virginia Higher Education 
Center. After retiring, Ted became a 
board member of the Halifax Industrial 
Development Authority and now serves 
as Chair of the Energy Center 
Subcommittee. 

Ben Thompson
Technical  Director, Riverstone Energy Center

Ben Thompson has a background in technical applications 
and graphic design . He has worked as a photographer 
and photo gallery website administrator for the Johnson 
City Press, and had several photos featured on the front 
page of the Johnson City Press. He worked as a lab 
technician for a biotechnology company assisting in 
cutting - edge biotechnology experiments with proteins for 
pharmaceutical and biofuel research. Ben also worked as 
a high - speed internet technician for Century Link for two 
and a half years. He has volunteered at various churches 
to assist them in their audio/visual production needs, 
including videography , intelligent lighting, sound 
engineering, and web and graphic design. Ben has also 
filmed, directed, and produced four short films, and 
worked as a studio musician. He is a graduate of 
Northeast State Technical Community College, with an art 
degree focused in photography.

Ben integrates his art and design experience with his 
technical background as the Riverstone Energy Center's 
technical director, to produce high - quality media for 
promotion and marketing, such as: high - definition 
videos, graphic design for flyers, posters, and brochures, 
and website administration and design. He also works as 
a technician in the Modeling and Simulation Center of 
Excellence.

Our People

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juris_Doctor


Our Method
The RiverstoneEnergy Center is a state-of-the-ŀǊǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ άǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
commercialization of new clean-energy technologies. We grow high-tech clean energy businesses and 
support the creation of new jobs by managing five primary programs.

Research & 
Development

Incubation and 
Commercial-

ization

State-of-the-Art 
Resources

Access to Capital
Connections and 

Networking



Research & 
Development

Sustainable Energy Areas of 
Interest
We have a diverse array of research 
interests in renewable energy 
technologies that are close to 
commercialization and that fit within 
our strategic plan.  We are interested in 
partnering with large research 
institutions such as Universities, and 
National/Federal Labs to develop tech-
transfer opportunities for our clients. 
The following represents a snapshot of 
our current interests:

Agribusiness
ÅEnergy Crops
ÅConversion Technologies

Energy  Generation, Storage, 
and Management
ÅBattery and Fuel Cell 

Technologies
ÅSolar and Wind Energy Storage
ÅSmart Grid

Energy Coatings
ÅSolar Photovoltaic Thin                     

Films  and Paints
ÅEnergy Efficient Coatings

Energy Efficiency
ÅEnergy Efficient Housing
ÅTransportation 

Where Clean Energy Research and 

Commercialization Unite



Incubation and 
Commercial-

ization

The Energy Center Supports Commercialization and Incubation

Four Success Factors of Tech Business Business Growth Pyramid



State-of-the-
Art Resources

Modeling and 
Simulation 
Center of 
Excellence

! {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¢ƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ /ƭŜŀƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΧ

Modeling and Simulation Virtual Reality 3D Immersive 
Environment

Spatial Relation 
Analysis

Enhanced Awareness Retention

Manufacturing 
Design 

Reviews

Complete Sense of Presence
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State-of-the-
Art Resources

The Center for 
Coatings 

Application 
Research and 

Education

The Center for Coatings Application Research Education
(C-CARE)

Coating and Finishing Research, Work Force Training, and Education



State-of-the-
Art Resources

Tele-presence Teleconferencing Marketing and Promotion Tools

Fiber Connectivity Office Space



Tobacco 
Commission

Private
Capital

Access to 
Capital
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Connections 
and 

Networking

Federal 
and 

University 
Labs

Energy 
Industries

Federal 
and State 
Agencies

Investor 
Networks

Educational 
Institutions
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Contact Information:
Dr. Douglas Corrigan
Executive Director
1100 ConfroyDrive
South Boston, Virginia 24592
(423) 737-7515
dcorrigan@halifaxvirginia.com
www.RiverstoneEnergyCenter.com
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